Comprehensive Exam
Department of Educational Policy Studies
Ph.D. in Educational Leadership

 Student: _________________________                                         Advisor: ______________________

Semester:  ______Fall  ______Spring  ______Summer                  Year: _________________________           

Choose the most appropriate score for the student’s performance for each competency in the rating table below. Please use the “Comments” box at the bottom of the rating form if additional details are appropriate.  The Rating Guide below the first page (evaluation sheet) defines the response categories. A detailed rating guide is provided following the rating table for a more in-depth understanding of each competency and scoring level.

	Core Competencies
	Far Exceeds
	Exceeds
	Meets
	Partially Meets
	Does not Meet

	
1. Understanding of Leadership Theories

	
	
	
	
	

	
2. Critique of Existing Educational Leadership Research

	
	
	
	
	

	
3. Understanding of Various Research Methods in Educational Leadership

	
	
	
	
	

	
4. Application of Research for Improvement in Educational Institutions and Communities

	
	
	
	
	

	
5. Scholarly Writing in APA Format

	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:














Rating Guide

1. Demonstration of Leadership Theories 
· Far Exceed: Provide an exemplary understanding of leadership theories and explain their influence on educational systems.
· Exceed: Demonstrate a solid understanding of leadership theories and their influence in educational systems.
· Meet: Demonstrate a basic understanding of leadership theories and make a connection to educational systems.
· Partially Meet: Demonstrate minimal understanding of theories and makes vague connections to educational systems.
· Does Not Meet: Does not demonstrate an understanding of leadership theories.

2. Critique of Existing Educational Leadership Research
· Far Exceed: Provide an exemplary critique of existing educational leadership research, employing leadership theories.
· Exceed: Critique existing educational leadership research using leadership theories.
· Meet: Provide a basic critique but lack depth and the use of leadership theories.
· Partially Meet: Provide a minimal critique and seldom use leadership.
· Does Not Meet: Does not critique existing educational leadership research.

3. Understanding of Various Research Methods in Educational Leadership
· Far Exceed: Demonstrate an exemplary understanding of a variety of research methods, critically evaluate their strengths and weaknesses, and understand their application in educational leadership research.
· Exceed: Demonstrate a strong understanding of various research methods and can discuss their strengths and weaknesses in the context of educational leadership.
· Meet: Demonstrate a basic understanding of research methods but lack critical evaluation of their strengths and weaknesses.
· Partially Meet: Demonstrate a minimal understanding of various research methods and their applications.
· Does Not Meet: Does not demonstrate understanding of research methods.

4. Application of Research for Improvement in Educational Institutions and Communities
· Far Exceed: Demonstrate exemplary application of educational leadership research for improvement in educational institutions and communities.
· Exceed: Demonstrate strong abilities to apply educational leadership research for improvement in educational institutions and communities.
· Meet: Show some ability to apply educational leadership research but not substantially directed towards improvement in educational institutions and communities.
· Partially Meet: Minimal demonstration of the ability to apply educational leadership research for improvement in educational institutions and communities.
· Does Not Meet: Does not demonstrate the ability to apply educational leadership research for improvement.

5. Scholarly Writing in APA Format
· Far Exceed: Demonstrate exemplary scholarly writing in APA format that is well-structured, clear, and free of errors. Use of language is precise and effectively communicates complex ideas. Citations and references are impeccably formatted. The text is free from grammatical or syntactical errors.
· Exceed: Demonstrate strong scholarly writing in APA format with minor errors. Most of the writing adheres to APA guidelines. Language use is mostly clear and effective. Any errors in citations and references are minor and infrequent. Few grammatical or syntactical errors are present but do not impede understanding.
· Meet: Demonstrate basic scholarly writing in APA format but contains multiple errors or inconsistencies. Most of the APA formatting rules are followed, but some mistakes are evident. Language use is sufficient but may lack precision. Errors in citations and references are noticeable but not overwhelming. Multiple grammatical or syntactical errors are present.
· Partially Meet: Demonstrate minimal proficiency in APA format with numerous errors affecting readability. Many APA formatting rules are ignored or incorrectly applied. Language use is often unclear, and ideas are not effectively communicated. Multiple errors in citations and references. Numerous grammatical or syntactical errors impede understanding.
· Does Not Meet: Does not demonstrate proficiency in scholarly writing or APA format. The document fails to adhere to basic APA guidelines, and the language used does not effectively communicate ideas. Citations and references are incorrectly formatted or missing. Grammatical and syntactical errors severely impede understanding.
